Book Talk
Be prepared to present a two-minute talk on one of your outside reading books. Talk should include:

Title of book

Author of book
Year of publication
Genre: fiction, historical fiction, non-fiction, memoir, biography, history, mystery, thriller, sci-fi/fantasy, young adult…
Basic premise—not the whole plot

Things I liked about the book: a particular character, event, setting, relationship

One question I have for the author is...

One thing I really liked/impressed me was…

This book would appeal to…(it could appeal to more than one type of reader).

If you liked _______________________ you will like _______________________.

Please have a visual for your presentation. A copy of the book is fine. If you do not have a copy, a color print out of the cover will suffice.

Type up your talk and have 2 copies—one to refer to during your presentation and one for me to record your grade.

My Book Talk:

Title: The Boys in the Boat

Author: Daniel James Brown

Published: 2014


Genre: Non-fiction; History

The Boys in the Boat is the true account of The University of Washington’s crew team who came up through the ranks and made it to the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany.

I liked how even though I knew that the team makes it to the Olympics, the races leading up to it are still suspenseful. I also like that even though this is non-fiction, the author wrote about the interesting lives the people on the team in a way that made it feel like fiction (I tend to read more fiction).

One question I have for the author is: Did you travel to Germany to research the book, or did you base it only on interviews and historical records?

One thing that really impressed me about the book was the main character, Joe Ratz. This young man grew up in a difficult time, facing loss, poverty, and abandonment of his family, and yet he was always kind and very likeable. It’s hard to believe some of his life.

This book would appeal to history buffs, and anyone interested in crew, sports, competition, World War II, and/or patriotic works.

If you liked Unbroken, you will like The Boys in the Boat.
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Don’t forget your visual.

Book talks will begin on Monday, February 1st.
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