NAME: ___________________ PERIOD: ___
World Literature—Accelerated 

Directions:

LABEL the components of an introduction paragraph (grabber, transition, background information, transition, thesis). 

#1
Luke Skywalker and Gilgamesh: Cut from the Same Cloth


Luke Skywalker raises his lightsaber over his head and then slashes an enemy soldier with the neon green blade.  4,000 years earlier, Gilgamesh had raised his special weapon, his ax, and its metal blade sliced through a monster’s neck.  Although these characters used mighty weapons to slaughter enemies in different times and in different worlds, these two epic heroes have much in common.  Gilgamesh, the first epic hero, and the first human hero in literature, once battled monsters in the ancient Mesopotamian epic, Gilgamesh.  An epic hero is a character who embodies the values of his society.  Luke Skywalker is a noteworthy epic hero of modern times and is the protagonist of the Star Wars films.  Gilgamesh serves as the blue-print for modern-day epic heroes such as Luke Skywalker.   Gilgamesh and Luke Skywalker are similar characters because they both carry special weapons, prove their worthiness in battle, and have supernatural help. 
#2
Analyzing the Culture of Ancient Mesopotamians


Archeologists dug thousands of stone tablets out of the ground; each tablet was covered with wedged shaped script.  Little did the archeologists know at the time but these tablets would include Gilgamesh, a story that would provide significant clues about what the life was like for early humans who roamed the earth 4,000 years ago.  Gilgamesh is an epic tale of a mighty but heartless king who is cruel to his people in the ancient kingdom of Uruk.  Gilgamesh befriends another man named Enkidu.  When Enkidu passes away, Gilgamesh is so distraught that he goes on a quest to find the secret of eternal life so that he can possibly revive his friend and perhaps fight a way to cheat death himself.  By reading Gilgamesh today, modern readers can gain insights about the thoughts and lifestyle people who lived in Mesopotamia thousands of years before.  Gilgamesh reveals much about religion, gender roles, and values of ancient Mesopotamians.
#3

The Fall of Man


There is an old Arabian proverb that states:  “Arrogance diminishes wisdom.”  One need only read the epic tale Gilgamesh to see these words in action.  In this ancient Babylonian story, Gilgamesh, a king who is part god, believes that he can have anything or anyone he wants.  He does not fully appreciate his good fortune or the value of life until he learns the true meaning of friendship.  Thus, while he is filled with arrogance he is lacking in wisdom.  Written over 4,000 years ago, this theme resonates with modern human beings as well.  Everyday, the news recounts the latest scandal or crime perpetrated by someone powerful who thought they could do anything they wished.  This destructive arrogance, known as hubris, is demonstrated by the actions of contemporary public figures Tiger Woods, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Lindsay Lohan.

