Definition of a Tragic Hero
A tragic hero has the potential for greatness but is doomed to fail. He is trapped in a situation where he cannot win. He has some sort of tragic flaw, and this causes his fall from greatness. Even though he is a fallen hero, he still wins a moral victory, and his spirit lives on.
	TRAGIC HEROES ARE: 

  

  
	· BORN INTO NOBILITY
· RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS/HER OWN FATE

· ENDOWED WITH A TRAGIC FLAW

· DOOMED TO MAKE A SERIOUS ERROR IN JUDGEMENT

	EVENTUALLY, A TRAGIC HERO 

  
	· FALLS FROM GREAT HEIGHTS OR HIGH ESTEEM

· REALIZES HE/SHE HAS MADE AN IRREVERSIBLE MISTAKE

· FACES AND ACCEPTS DEATH WITH HONOR

· MEETS A TRAGIC DEATH

*****************************

	FOR ALL TRAGIC HEROES 


	· THE AUDIENCE IS AFFECTED BY PITY and/or FEAR

· WE DO NOT COME AWAY FROM THE TRAGEDY FEELING THAT THE HERO “GOT WHAT HE DESERVED.” WE ARE, INSTEAD, SADDENED AND FEEL A SENSE OF WASTED HUMAN POTENTIAL.



Okonkwo is a tragic hero. Choose three reasons from the first eight above that you find most compelling to support this claim.


1.


2.


3.

You are writing a five paragraph essay on this topic. Using the three reasons you selected, draft a thesis for your intro paragraph. Remember, a thesis lists the 3 topics of your body paragraphs in parallel structure.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Okonkwo as a Tragic Hero

A tragic hero is an example of an archetype that appears in many works of literature. (Remember, archetypes are types of characters, stories, and symbols that reoccur throughout literature.)
	Qualities of a Tragic Hero


	Does it apply to Okonkwo? 
	Why OR why not?  Explain.  Refer to specific details from the book. 

	a man of noble stature

He is not an ordinary man but one of outstanding quality. In Greek and Shakespearean tragedy, he is usually a prince or king. He may actually have an aristocratic bloodline or simply be regarded as “kingly” because of his extraordinary powers, passion, or nobility of mind.


	
	

	responsible for own fate

The tragic hero is good, though not perfect, and his fall results from his committing what Aristotle calls “an act of injustice” (harmatia) either through ignorance or from a conviction that some greater good will be served. This act is, nevertheless, a criminal one and the good hero is responsible for it even if he is totally unaware of its criminality and is acting out of the best intentions.


	
	

	has a “tragic flaw” (characteristic/ 

personality trait that leads to his/her downfall) 


	
	

	doomed to make a serious error in judgment

The hero’s downfall is his own fault, the result of his own free choice—not the result of pure accident or villainy.


	
	

	falls from great heights or from high esteem


	
	

	realizes he/she has made an irreversible mistake

Though the hero may be defeated, he at least has dared greatly, and he gains understanding from his defeat.


	
	

	faces and accepts death with honor


	
	

	meets a tragic death


	
	


