Conestoga High School: Ninth Grade English Program

World Literature Accelerated

Mr. Michael P. Trainer
E-mail: trainerm@tesd.net (preferred)

mrtrainersclass.wordpress.com

Phone: (610) 240-1000 
This class is based on the belief that you are capable of producing high quality work and of achieving high academic standards. Every student is expected to work hard, make progress, and create work that meets or exceeds the standards. This class will help you no matter what you do after high school. The ability to read, write, listen, and speak effectively is essential to your success in today’s world. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

READING
This course will provide an introduction to significant works from the Middle East, Africa, Great Britain, and Asia, and these works will include novels, poetry, nonfiction, plays, and short stories. While reading and responding to the diverse works of literature included in this curriculum, you will learn how to navigate challenging texts and become a stronger reader and thinker. The course will focus on the following core texts: The Epic of Gilgamesh, Much Ado About Nothing, Lord of the Flies, Things Fall Apart, Purple Hibiscus, Persepolis, and The Kite Runner. 
Additionally, the English Department values the need for students to choose books to read on their own. You will have the opportunity to read books independently throughout the year. Plan on reading an outside reading book every month. There will be time in class to help you achieve this goal.
Reading Specific Goals
Using textual evidence, students will

· make/check predictions 

· annotate texts
· make inferences
· make connections during reading
· determine main ideas and themes 

· analyze characters and character development
· determine the role of setting and impact on characters and conflicts

WRITING
In ninth grade, students focus on the major components of the five-paragraph essay, with particular emphasis on how to develop and support a thesis. The course will also incorporate other types of writing, such as journal-type responses and “creative” writing assignments. Our goal is to master the 5 paragraph approach and then move on to other modes of writing.
Writing Specific Goals

· create thesis statements 

· write well-organized five-paragraph essays 

· identify and cite appropriate textual evidence

· establish context, incorporate direct quotation, and explain significance/connection to thesis
GRAMMAR

Grammar will be taught on an as-needed basis. Students will be expected to know and demonstrate proper grammar in their essays. The class will focus on writing style and mechanics as they relate to the writing process. 

MATERIALS
Each student will be provided with copies of the novels we will be reading and any other prose or poetry. In addition, you will receive any necessary worksheets, study guides, grading rubrics, or assignments. To be successful, you will need to be organized. It is recommended that you have:

1. A binder w/pockets for storing handouts
2. Loose-leaf paper
3. Dividers for each literary unit, vocabulary, grammar/usage
4. Pen and pencil

CLASS RULES

1. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings. 
2. Follow teacher instructions.
3. Be respectful of others.
4. Remove ear buds and put away mobile devices unless they are part of a class activity.
5. Remain seated until the bell rings at end of class. 
GRADING
Class Participation and Preparation

You will have plenty of opportunities to participate in class on a regular basis, and I expect each of you to do so.  You can participate in class in many different ways, including engaging in whole-class discussion, collaborating with your peers, working diligently on your own, and listening attentively to others. A portion of your grade will also include completion and quality of your homework assignments. Homework will be checked randomly. On days when a homework “check” is administered during class, you will receive points for completion. You may not make up a homework check unless you were absent when it was checked. 

Tests & Quizzes

You will have several major tests that cover longer units in the curriculum. In addition, you will have both announced and un-announced quizzes and reading checks. 
Writing Assignments and Projects

You will have at least 1 formal writing project due per marking period as well as more frequent smaller writing activities and other short responses. If you do not have computer access at home, plan to use a school computer to complete assignments before the deadline. Essays are expected at the beginning of class on the due date.  
Website

All important assignments and announcements can be located on my website:  mrtrainersclass.wordpress.com . This site will be up and running by September 8, 2015.

Plagiarism/Cheating 

Unless otherwise indicated, you are expected to complete your own original work independently. Borrowing (including rewording) another person’s ideas without citing your source is plagiarism. I encourage you to help each other on assignments when necessary, but simply copying another student’s homework is cheating. Telling other students about the content of a quiz/test or seeking information from others who have already taken the quiz/test is also considered cheating. No grade is worth sacrificing your integrity. If you are having trouble, please see me as soon as possible before any issues escalate. Students who are caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a grade of 0 on the assignment and referred to the administration for disciplinary action

Pinnacle Gradebook System 
Student grades can be accessed through the school Parent Internet Viewer (PIV) found online. If you suspect there has been an error in a grade, please see me as soon as possible.

Also, please monitor your grades, especially to check for missing assignments. The following key will help you understand the way I post grades:

   Z 
A “working zero.” When a Z is indicated in the gradebook, it means that the assignment is currently missing, either because you were in class but did not turn it in or you were absent and did not turn it in.  The Z is calculated as a 0 (therefore, it will negatively affect your grade) until the assignment is turned in. The Z grade should serve as your reminder to turn the assignment in. If a Z is indicated, you should turn in the assignment for credit, but a late penalty may apply (see Late Assignments).

   0 
An “earned zero.” When a 0 is indicated in the gradebook, it means that you earned the 0, either by receiving a score of 0 on a test/quiz, not having your homework completed when checked in class, or by not turning in an assignment within two weeks after its due date.

blank 
Not Graded. A blank in the gradebook means that the assignment has not yet been graded and/or entered into the system. Please allow up to two weeks (or longer for more extensive essays/projects) after the due date for grades to appear online.

Make-up Assignments: For each day that you are absent, you will be given two days to make up newly assigned work beginning on the day you return to school (including quizzes and tests). Please remember that it is your responsibility to get the work that you have missed. Feel free to e-mail me for assignments and check my website. You can schedule an appointment with me during or after school if necessary.  
Homework:  All homework assignments should be completed by the beginning of the period on the day that it is due.  Completed homework is necessary in order to participate in that day’s activity; therefore, homework turned in late will not receive credit. Homework should be neatly written or typed.

Late Assignments:  All assignments should be completed by the beginning of the period on the day that they are due. Late assignments (that were collected) may be turned in but with a penalty. For each day that an assignment is late, your grade will be reduced by 10%. Work not submitted within 10 days will receive a grade of 0. 

In this technological age, computer and technical problems are a fact of life, but not a valid excuse for late work.  As such, always have a Plan B.  
School-wide Cut Policy

Because class attendance is highly correlated with academic success, school policies are designed to discourage unauthorized absences from class. Students who remove themselves from the educational environment by “cutting” class will receive a marking period grade reduction of ten percent for the first class cut. A second cut will result in a grade of 50 percent for the marking period. These penalties are determined by the grade-level principal.  
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Hello!  It is with great enthusiasm that I look forward to teaching your son or daughter this year.  As you are well aware, Conestoga has a high standard and well-deserved reputation of academic excellence.  In order to ensure that all students are geared towards such success, I have compiled a list of course guidelines and expectations.  This list is not all-inclusive, but it does cover the major components of the course, and will allow us to begin the year with a unified vision.  Specific assignments and projects will be developed throughout the school year.

At this time, I ask that you please read and discuss the course guidelines with your child.  

If you have any questions, now or at any other time during the school year, please do not hesitate to contact me either via email (trainerm@tesd.net) or voicemail (610-240- 2366).  I will be sure to respond to your inquiry in a timely manner.

Again, I look forward to a very exciting and challenging school year.   I thank you for giving me the opportunity to teach your child.  It is indeed an honor.  

Sincerely,

Michael P. Trainer

World Literature - Accelerated
Mr. Trainer
Student Name:  ​_________________________________________________________________________________

I am sure you are looking forward to a successful and productive school year. Please sign and date in the appropriate spaces below to signify that you have read and understood all course expectations. Also, it is sometimes necessary for me to contact a parent/guardian to discuss student progress. Please fill in the appropriate contact information below. 

I have read and understood the course requirements for World Literature Accelerated.  
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Student:    X  _________________________________
Date:   ________________

Parent:      X  _________________________________
Date:   ________________
Contact information

Parent/Guardian #1:

Name:            __________________________________

Best number to reach you:

           __________________________________

E-mail:           __________________________________

Parent/Guardian #2:

Name:            __________________________________

Best number to reach you:


           __________________________________

E-mail:           __________________________________

