Using MLA Format: Integrating Quoted Passages
Steps to Integration
1. Identify the example that you want to use that best supports your idea.

2. Find the quotation from the text.

3. Determine which part of the quotation is most significant.

4. Integrate the quotation into your paragraph:

A. Write an introductory clause that indicates the speaker and (if not mentioned earlier) the context

B. Be sure to use present tense for the verb.

C. Be sure to apply appropriate punctuation (comma after the introductory clause)**

D. Use quotation marks at the beginning and end of the quoted material.

E. After the last quotation mark, indicate the page number by placing the number in parenthesis.

F. Remove period from within quotation and place a period after the last parenthesis (Note: leave question marks and exclamation points in the quotation and place a period after the last parenthesis).

G. In the next sentence, explain the quotation (how is it significant?) you used without being repetitive.

Body Paragraph Outline 

A. Topic Sentence

B. First Example

a. Sentence that introduces first example by providing the context (who, where, when)
b. Introductory clause that leads into quotation (i.e. “Miriam says,”) followed by the quoted passage and citation.
c. Follow-up sentence that explains the significance of the quoted passage (how it answers the essay question)

C. Transition Sentence (to lead into second example)

D. Second Example

a. Sentence that introduces first example by providing the context (who, where, when)
b. Introductory clause that leads into quotation (i.e. “Said says,”) followed by the quoted passage and citation.

c. Follow-up sentence that explains the significance of the quoted passage (how it answers the essay question)
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Remember!!  
Do not refer to the passage explicitly by stating, “In this quote…” or “In this passage…” or “This quote shows…”  Again, see sample paragraph above.

** Sometimes quotations are introduced not with dependent clauses, but are integrated as part of the main clause.  See example below:


Miriam tells Said that she is sure that Khaldun will choose them because, in her view, it is “impossible to deny the call of flesh and blood” (173).

Below is a model body paragraph.  Your paragraph should mirror the model.  
Kanafani explores the Arab-Israeli conflict through the thoughts and actions of several characters, most notably Said.  As the protagonist, Said’s character gives the reader insight into the effects of the conflict from an Arab-Palestinian viewpoint.  For example, after Miriam tells Said and Safiyya that Dov is old enough to choose between them, Said erupts.  He tells them, “I felt as though I knew Haifa, yet the city refused to acknowledge me.  I had the same feeling in this house, here, in our house.  Can you imagine that?  That our house would refuse to acknowledge us?  I believe the same thing will happen with Khaldun” (173).  On their drive to Haifa, Said already feels like a stranger in his once home, and he predicts that Khaldun will also see his birth parents as strangers.  Said’s feelings of displacement from the town and from his son mirror the loneliness and isolation that many Arab-Palestinians may have felt when they left their homes and then returned in 1967 after the Six-Day War.  This feeling of displacement is developed further at the end of the story when Said’s fears are realized.  When Dov refuses to acknowledge Said and Safiyya as his parents, he and Safiyya turn to leave.  Before going, however, Said points out, “It seems to me that every Palestinian is going to pay a price.  I know many who have paid with their sons.  I know now that I, too, paid with a son, in a strange way, but I paid him as a price… That was my first installment, and it’s something that will be hard to explain” (187).  Before they return to Haifa, Said and Safiyya had hoped that their blood ties to Dov would be powerful enough to overcome twenty years of separation.  However, even though Dov survives, the son Said and Safiyya knew as Khaldun has not.  Through Said’s character, Kanafani illustrates the devastating effects of the Arab-Israeli conflict, as it tears even biological families apart because of the religious and cultural differences between them.

SIGNIFICANCE


(explain how the quotation


relates to the thesis)





CONTEXT


(point to the text; 


provide a landmark)





QUOTATION


(intro clause, citation)








